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Our Mission

We use aviation as a gateway for people to embrace adventure and 

innovation while using tools of science to explore how the physical 

world works and how the dream of flight is made into reality.

Highlights of the Past Year

The 2015-2016 fiscal year was devoted to continued exhibit 

development, school field trips and outreach to low-income schools, 

public events, and programs that provided museum visitors from 

the Bay Area with inspiring and educational aviation and STEM 

experiences. The museum introduced its new venue devoted to 

the investigation of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) called Drone 

Plex. During 12 months, 109,906 people visited the museum. About 

35,000 visitors, mostly youth, participated in over 3,000 hands-on 

programs. We delivered 1,127 museum tours and science programs 

to approximately 13,000 school children and their adult leaders from 

280 different Bay Area schools. Of these visitors, 2,278 were from low-

income classrooms who attended free of charge or at reduced cost. 

In total, 975 Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts participated in 32 badge 

workshops. Year-round camp programs were attended by 1,417 children. 

The Flight Sim Zone was used by 15,248 visitors, including 6,954 public 

users on weekends who received at least 30-minutes of simulated flight time 

with a pilot instructor. Special events and programs providing educational 
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Highlights (continued)

enrichment experiences were presented to 2,391 youth, including 419 students who participated in our annual Aero 

Design Challenge and Engineers Week. Over 90 programs were delivered afterschool and offsite to elementary and 

middle schools as well as San Mateo County Libraries for 1,767 students.

Special Events included the San Carlos Week of the Family, Home School Mondays, Kid’s Air Faire, Model Trains, 

Open Cockpit Days, Autogiro Day, Smithsonian Magazine Day, Oktoberfest, Halloween Hangar Haunt, Bay Area 

X Planes, Helifest, Aero Design Challenge, Santa Arrives by Helicopter, Scout Saturdays, Easter Bunny Arrives by 

Helicopter, Flying Leprechaun, San Carlos Airport Day, Inventors Workshop, EAA Ford Tri-Motor Tour, Biggest Little 

Airshow, Engineers Week, Day of Drones, Super Bowl Flying Football Fun Fest, Water Rocket Workshop, Happy 

Birds, John Collins Perfect Paper Airplane Days, San Mateo County Bookmobile plus numerous lecture events 

featuring expert aviators. Fundraising events included “Future Forward,” the museum’s 11th Annual Benefit Gala.
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Total Assets:  $13,731,013

Administration 
$363,396 

15%

Contributions 
$281,388 

12%

Rentals 
$413,088 

17%

Education 
$658,316 

27%

Endowment Dispersals 
$80,000 

3%

Other 
$9,508 

0%

Memberships 
$156,670 

6%

Admissions 
$499,565 

20%

Retail 
$353,934 

15%

Programs 
$1,914,171 

80%

Fundraising 
$126,579 

5%

Income

Contributions $281,388

Memberships $156,670

Admissions $499,565

Retail $353,934

Rentals $413,088

Education $658,316

Endowment Dispersals $80,000

Other $9,508

Subtotal Income $2,452,469

Expenses (before depreciation)

Admin $363,396

Fundraising $126,579

Programs $1,914,171

Subtotal Expenses $2,404,146


