
8,780 visitors  
used the Flight Sim 
Zone, receiving at 
least 30 minutes of 
simulated flight time 
with a pilot instructor
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We welcomed 149,150 visitors

15,915 students participated 
in field trips, from 213 K-12 
Northern California schools 
and 65 other youth groups

8,825  
students from  
underresourced  
schools participated  
in free field trips and 
STEM programs

66,530  
of museum  
attendees 
were youth

3,270 museum 
memberships, including 
2,350 Family and 330 
Educator memberships

29,290  
volunteer hours 
provided by 480 
volunteers, including 
215 Flight Teens

2,675  
students participated  
in our week-long  
Aviation Camp

455 BSA Scouts  
and Girl Scouts  
participated in 38 
badge/patch workshops

A premier destination: Our hangar opened its doors  
for 190 unforgettable private events

1,045  
users of the full-motion  
FMX Flight Simulator

2026 HIGHLIGHTS

601 Skyway Road, San Carlos, CA 94070
museum@hiller.org
650-654-0200
www.hiller.org

STAFF MANAGEMENT TEAM

Jon Welte, President & CEO
Lanie Agulay, Private Events Manager
Grace Ali, Development Coordinator
Audie Amirkiai, Vice President of Development
Sophie Brown, Collections Manager
Linh Fanger, Vice President of Education and Public Programs
Katherine Garcia, Gift Shop Manager
Tanya Gist, Director of Education and Volunteers
Willie Turner, Vice President of Operations and Communications

ANNUAL REPORT
2026
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16,530 participants conducted 
engineering design and construction 
projects in the Invention Lab maker space



EXPLORER – 
$2,500 AND UP
Eric Allison
Oliver Coolidge
Franklin & Catherine 

Johnson Foundation
Robert Grassilli
Stephen & Char Hiller
Kirsten Komoroske
Sallie Larsen
Christopher Lee
Charles Litchfield
Robert Lundy
Dianne Morton
John Shield
Manuel Terranova

ADVENTURER – 
$1,000 AND UP
David Apple
Ruben Caballero
Aleks Cardona
James Courtney
Vanessa Campos Montes
Norm DeWitt
Maya Eichler
Alan Eustace
Michael Fazio
Bill Foster
Myrtle Giacchino
Jeff Gilbert
Georgie Gleim 

Ruth M. Gupta
Douglas Hall
Richard Hamner
Scott Highton
Aditya Kesiraju
Hoon-Jung Kim 
Wei Liu
Roy Ng 
JP (John) Paradine
Nancy Shaw
Deborah Shea
Tina Srivastava
David Stull
William & Aileen Turner 
Paula Uccelli
Peter Verbica
Bruce Wallace
David Weekly
Jon & Amy Welte
Bruce Wonnacott

GROUND CREW – 
$500 AND UP
Kara & David Adamis
John Blatt
Sadako Cares
Dave Colbert
Oliver Coolidge
Jeanne Digel
Laura Dirtadian
John Flaherty
Kathleen Franz

AVIATOR – $10,000 AND UP 
Bicket Family Foundation 
Mark Jon Bluth 
City of San Carlos 
Scott Cronce & Deborah Caryle Maxwell 
Chris & Eileen DiGiorgio
John Fisher
Kevin & Natalie Kelly 
Robert & Julie MacLean
Chris & Melody Malachowsky
Ray Foundation 
SAGA Foundation 
Hank Scherf  & Vicki Sanders
Robert & Marvis Stoecker 
Travis Van Zetten
Wendy Van Zetten

NAVIGATOR – $5,000 AND UP
Ernest Ronald & Penelope Blake
Louis C. Cogliani
Corcept Therapeutics
Admiral James Ellis Jr.
Rick Gostyla & Sally Puccini
Mubarik Imam
Sally MacDonald-Gerken
Christy & Cameron Myronowicz
Orangetheory Fitness
Melissa Parsons
James Pelham-Burn
Carl & Lois Pileri
Christine Ring 

DONORS July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026

	• Aero Design Challenge 
	• Bay Area Garden Railroad 
	• Biggest Little Airshow 
	• Bubble Bonanza
	• E-Waste Collection Site 
	• Easter Bunny Arrives by 
Helicopter 
	• ETE Model Trains 

SPECIAL EVENTS

	• Kids’ Paint-a-Plane 
	• Member Appreciation Parties 
	• Noon Year’s Eve
	• Open Cockpit Days 
	• Planes, Trains, & Cool Cars
	• Robot Roundup
	• San Carlos Week of the Family 
	• Santa Arrives by Helicopter 

	• Exotic Car Show
	• Flying Football Fun Fest 
	• Flying Leprechaun
	• Glider Discovery Day
	• Halloween Hangar Haunt 
	• Happy Birds
	• Helicopter Adventure
	• John Collins Perfect Paper 
Airplane Days 
	• Kids’ Air Fair 

	• Scout Saturdays
	• Starlight Nights 
	• Straw Rocket Workshop
	• Trains and Planes 
	• Turkey Toss
	• Water Rocket Rally 
	• Plus numerous lecture events 
featuring expert aviators 

	• Fundraising events included 
“Beyond the Horizon,” 
the Museum’s 21st Annual 
Benefit Gala, and the 10th 
Annual Airport Runway 
Run, a certified 5K/10K 
and 2K fun run on the San 
Carlos Airport runway
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Thank you to all our incredible donors, we 
are deeply grateful for your support. 

Your generosity fuels our mission to inspire 
the community and soar to new heights!

FINANCIALS

•	Contributions	  
$373K ∙ 7%

•	Capital Campaign 
$922K ∙ 18%

•	Memberships	  
$424K ∙ 8%

•	Admissions	  
$950K ∙ 17%

•	Administration	  
$477K ∙ 12% 

•	Fundraising	  
$133K ∙ 3%

•	Programs	  
$3.35M ∙ 85%

INCOME

$5.49M

EXPENSES

$3.96M

•	Retail	 
$469K ∙ 9%

•	Facility Rentals	  
$501K ∙ 9%

•	Education	  
$1.64M ∙ 30%

•	Investment Income 
$142K ∙ 2%

We use aviation to inspire adventure and 
innovation while using tools of science to 
explore how the physical world works and 
how the dream of flight is made into reality.

OUR MISSION


